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LE CENERAL GOt'RAUD

rduBRE id co*e"t .  sueEpreuh DE LA ouERRE 27 Juill-et L929,

-

Cher Irlonsieurr

"A*

Je rdponds un peu tart!. b, votre aimable lettro d.u 11

Jul l let ,  mals vous vous doutez bLen que mon voyage l 'eptcte ne

rae laisse gudre d.e teurps pour dcrd_re.

' les souvenlrs que vous dvoquez ctu temps ot vous dtlen

s e c r 6 ta lrs du cap * talne M!.1+*+'+*+r*rajor +,togreq--ne s q nf-t-f,op

chers conme b. vous pour que je ne vous en reneroie pas, pulsque

c I est oe temps de guerre oir Le sang tle nos so]-clats se mdlarrgealt

t lans la lut te pour 1a plus Juste cause, Qul a ravlv6 pour touj .oure

l tamlt ld cte nos cleux nat ions.

Je .eegret te for t  .9e rravolr  pas pn sd journer plus long-
I  -_ - : r€,  ! , - ,  

a

temps dans votre grande et magniflque vil1e d e chicago. ' '  
_

Je vouS adresse mes voeux sincdres et  vous pr le t le croire

h mee seht lments les mei l leurs.

Monsleur lTal ter  C. la Berge,

I



A Viei  t  tc,  f ,haL/c,ns-sut-- l " la i - t tEr

I .1V f  ather-  ,  Wal ter-  Cc Lcrne?V LaBei-ge r  5Et-vEd dutr  inq t^ lc, t -  1d

Har:  I  i i r  the Amer- i .carr  Expedrt ic,nal-y Fc, t -ce i t - r  Ft-at-rce'  Eecautge

fr is name wes c, f  Ft-er i rch ar- ig i r i  he wate;  aEEiqned wl-r i le

t-rE waej,  Rvel-s.eag, tc,  a11 Amerr- icar i  le ig,sc,r i  team a'btacfred tc,  t l - ie

staf , f  c, f  Gener- ,a l  He+tr t - i  Gc,ut t -audr Carnmaridinq Geriet ' -aI  c ' f  t l - ie

F'r-encf i  Thirc l  At-nivr  located at  Cl- iaI  lc ' l - rs; ' -s3t- t i - - l " lat-ne'

l '1v f  ather Has a Pr- iva'be as,s i .qrred tc,  a l '1er j  ln lcGr-ew at . ld e

Llapt l '1 i .  11s,r  spel-rdi l lg the war-  in t f rat  Fc'st inq.  Gen Eir ]ut lautd

was at  that  t i .me cc' f l l fnelrcJi l - iq f t -c,m a lar-ge cemmetrt  t lur ih:ql-

bi :h i i rd a s,rn;( I l  h i l l  i r r  the Nc,t- t l i - [^ lEcst  gt=ct ic,r t  c, f  Ehal /or-rs-

surr-- ln larne. f ' tv  fat f ier-  ar-r- ived i r - r  Fr-ence 3urst  befc,r 'e the Get- f ta i r

c, f feng' ivE* c, f  t l re 5t- t rnmer c, f  19lB atrd was thei-e dt- t r - incl  thei

eer- ly Fal l  Al . t ied c, f  f  ensive which'ur l t imately i -€1$LtI ted i i - r  t l re

Ai-migi tce c, f  1{}18. Hr+ r-et l r rnecl  tc,  t t - re Utr i ted Stateg eer '1y i t r

1c/19r w&rs drschar-qed f t -om t f re Army ar id wert t  tc '  wcr- l ' :  a--  a

salesmai-r  c, f  i r - r r j l rstr- iaL hai-dwat-er t ravel i i ig c 'vel '  a 9t-eat c leal

c- , f  t f ie t l i rJ- t^Jeg,t .  Dad rnarr- iecl  i t r  19e3 atrd I  w,aE; bc, t - t r  in 19e4"

l" ty fat f rer  tEt Ihed vei l -y l i t t le c, f  f r is  e i iPeT-ienceg dut l . i r rg l

i l re wal-r  a l . i l - rc,Lrclh thraurgtr  aI l  c, f ' l r is  l i fe there,af ' te i -  l re wc'ut Id

whist le er-rr j les=Iy "Plademc, iseI  f rc,rr  Armerrt ieresr Fal-  1e:-vc ' 'utg

i ! r  tc,  p layfur l .  1v arr t rc, /  rny mc,ther- .  He as,  Ic,  t lept  h i 's  e l - r l ly  cap i t - t

the at t  ic  I  which at  ag€= f  rve I  d iscc'ver-ed r  tc 'c ' ! ' :  c 'ut ts ide tc '

s l - rc,w-c, f ' f ' I  a11d 1c,st1 erpd expet- ience that " ;b i11 t -af i l ' :  E;  es Gl- lFJ C' ' f

the few thinqs that I  have ever-  dc 'ne that I  t r -ur ly wish I

cc,Lt lcJ { :a} le bacl ' :  .

I  s i t j l l  i -etair i  the'  Iet ter-  f rc,rn Genet-a1 Gcutrautd tc,  my

f ather-  i t - r  19e3. The Getret-al  had vis l i ted Chicagc'  I  mY f  at t rerr

had wr- i t te i r  h i rn af te i -  the v ig i t  atrd the Getret-al  t -epl ied

sc, i r ret ime later* wi th a gracic,ut : i  l -1c ' tE 1-96crQ11 ie i r rg thcse t imes

togel thei-  durr- ing;  the war- .  I  a lsc,  have Gne let te i -  wlr ich

nated c. ' l r ly  that  he was at  tFre f readqLtal- tet-E; at  Chal lc ' t ts-sut t -*

I ' lar-ne c, ' f  the Thir*cJ Ft-etrch At-my.

l . r - r r - ,wtng 3urst  that  mlrchr I  had vet-y much wisl ' red that crn

c, i - iE cr f  rny v is i ts tc,  Er-rr-crpe tc,  ret t -ace rny father"s steps at

ChaLcng rar- ld pet-h.aps tc,  f iyrd c,ut  mat-e of  what he rr ight  have

done. Tlr is yctal-  a lc,ng wit t i  my wife Eetter I  had the chancst to

dc,  lurst  that .  The rest  c, f  t t r is  is  e l - l  accc,utnt  of  that  t r ip.

Eette,  and I  weir t  to ELtT'c,pe in the fa l l  c ' f  1985 c ' i l ' l  a

ccf ib i .ned pleasure anr j  bursiuesE tr ip.  Frcm Bt-utsselsr  we hacj

the chatrce tc,  dt- ive Gvel-  a weei , :end tc '  Ft*anl ' : fut t - t  throutgh

l .Jarthern Fr-ance. I t  wes e fun t r ip lacr l ' :  i .ng at  bat t lef ie ldsr

gtar- t ing at  l . fater- Ic,c,r  and s{s,ppi t rg ever 5G shar- t1y at  l " lc ' t rEr

the Canadian Mernc,r- ia l  at  Vimy Ridger En. ld t l - re Newfct . t t ' td landr

Bir i t i  sh arrcl Arnei' i  carr l"lcrrutrnetrtg c'n ttrs Scmrne I atrd end i rrg LtF)

Sat l t r -day evetr i r rg at  ChaI Ic, t ts-surt-- l " lat- t re which is abc'ut t  fc ' t - ty

mi Ie: ;  East c, f  Far- ig.



That evet-r i r tq we had Fizzar i f  vc 'L l  cBl-r  imagi t re l  at  a

l i t t le FIace i t r  the center-  c, f  tc,wt ' t .  I t  f rad becc'me gc'  l 'a ie

hrefc,r-e we wgl-e r-eai$y tc,  eat  th; i t  aI l  c, f  the c, thet-  p laces ta

e; i t  were cIc,sed. As i t  tutrned RLrt  th ig,  was, prc 'v ident ia l

becal tge the atmnsphei-e thE+i-e HaE vel-y i t - t fc i -n ie l  and we. wLal-e

at i le tc,  ta l t r  tc,  the pec,ple at  the ar l ja i t - t i t rg tables ertcJ tc '  aEl ' :

theni  u*hei-e Gei-rer-al  Gc,urr- : r l rd had b+perr  dutt - i t - rg the wal- .  Tf ic 'Ltgh my

Fr-errch was snrnswhat f  aut l ty: ,  evGsl-yc ' l ' i€ l  wes tr icel  and af  ter '

asl , :  i r rcp abc,ut t  emcrLtf ig the- c ' ther-  tablesr the Fec'FlFi  t t - rat  wH

fi i -s i t  asl ' :ecl  wGri-e ablel  tc,  pairr t  uE i r r  the r- igfr t  d i t -e 'ct ic ' i i t : '

savi l - rct  that  i t  Fras in the v ic i r - r i ty c ' f  t t re mi l i tary cemetei-v

i r - r  the I 'Jc i r - ther-n edqe c, f  t f rer  tc,wtt .

Ne: l t  rnt ; , i -Tt i l ' t rJ we wE-, i r t  tc,  l " las.g at  t t ie c,  ld Eathedei-a1 wl- le1-E'

wE BLressed t l - iat  Dad rnr.rst  have qc'r ' le du.tr - i t rq the t inre that  t rc+

r,r€rg.  there.  f . , le the, t r  tc,c,  l ' :  c , f f  ta ge.s what we frr iqht  f i r rd" The

t ' l  i  l  i ta i -y Ceme.tar-y wcag crf i  the map atrd we f  c,ut t t t j  i t  eas' i  1y.  I t

r , . las Lls*d bV bc, th t l - re tc,wtt  a l . td the rni l i taryr  the twc'  parts

beirrcJ Eg,ps1-ate bu.r t  t - lerr( t  ta each c, 'Lhet ' - .  I t  J l lcrst  i t r tet-elst ing

hurt  t l re i -er  wei-E nc'  s iqns c, f  e l ry Amet- icat-r  FI '€ i5El ' lce.  Ae'  we wElre

t t rn t ry i . t - rg tc,  f igtr t -e what tc. ,  dc,  l - lextr  I  se6 atr  c '1d f t tsI1 1 ic ' l ly
Icc, [ , :  i r - rgr  e fe lv teet l ' r  rn issing arrd gct-ut f f t - t l Iy  dr-ess;€dr s i t t r t rg l

in the Eu]1 c ' t ' t  a Lc,w wal l  wi t t r  l r i .s  b i l le pr-apped LtF t re; l t  tc '

t i im. l . l r t l rc, l r t  expect i r rg tc,c,  mutch I  wal l led c 'vel-  and as[ ' ;ed him

whether-  he l l r rerw wh€*l-e t f re Amer- icans w€11-Er dutr i r - rg 1917-1€l : ,  e l -1d

wher-E Gerir+r al  6c,ut t 'autd 's HeadqLtar- te l -s had beetr .

Bv t l - re vagl . re i - ies c, f  chance c, l -  by t f re i t r tet-vetr t i .c ,n af  t l re

[-c,r-dr the c,  ld mf i r ]  i tc ' t  c,nly ] : l rEWp waE' wi l l i r rg to s] tcrw LtE and

had the t ime tc,  dc,  sc.  Het c, f fe*r 'ed ta lead L. tE c 'Tl  h i 'g bi l ler  b l t t

i t  geemetj  tc,  me a bi t  i t rapprc,pr- iate fct-  the eighty-yeat-  c ' ld

fnat- l  tc,  1e'ad urs by bicycle wfr i l .e we whc, wel-e twerr ty yeers hi .s

jurrr ic, i -  1-6.de be.hi i rc l .  Sc,  I  agl led hinr tc '  jc , i t r  l tsp t t rc 'utglr  I

surspect I  rnade Bette e bi t  ner-voLts,  tc,  p ic l l  LtF e per- fect

Et l -a l - rqel-  i  n a strat"1ge I  and wi th a st t -at . tge I  anqutage. Hc'wevel-  I

we d i  rJ and i  t  war [ led c,ut t  jutst  gr-eat .

Ther t j tdI  cc,rnmatrd bLlnl :e l -  was otr ly a shc'r t  way f t -cm t l re

cefrreter-yr  butt  we had tc,  ta l le a l i t t le rGLtndabc,Lt t  t ' ' ley tc '  ge{:

ther-e.  Or- ,ce t t ret-e we saw the headquarters at  t l re etrd C' f  a

smal I  pat- l : :  l . terned af  te i -  Gener-al  6c,ut t -autd r  cat-ved i t r tc,  the gide

c,f  a smal l  h i l I .  The cc' l rc l -ete facade had beertr  sealed crf f  a

larrg t i rner agc,.  Hc,wevei*  r  I  d id get qur i te e thr i  1 l  c 'ut t  af

l*arr ing ageins, t  i t  and h: l - tc 'winq t f rat  that  was whet-e my father

had real ly beetr  a lmc,st  seventy yeers befare'

Steirpir- rg bacl :  fyc.n the entrer- lce e bi t r  w6i  wel-e able to

gee the lang raw c, f  nc 'w ncr lotrget-  Ltsed hat- t -acl ig c,n the tcrp af

the hi l l  into whictr  the bLrnl ' :e l -  ] rad been durg'  The c,  ld mat- l  whc. '

had br-c,ught Lts said that  that  wa5, whel-e t f te 5c' ld iersr  Fretrch

and Amet- icatrsr  w€I-E qLlertet-ed i t - l  t?17-18. I f  5Rr that  wag

wher-e Dad I ived at  that  t ime.

l .Je then wa I  hed acl-ss 's the par-  l :  a l - rd the ad i  c,  i  n i  ng gt t -eet



Ueciige) crnd Pr'.ncess !r€!en:

ll A tew weetrs lcrter King George waa wel-
/ comed by Gen. Henri Gouraud in Pcris on his

wcy to Athens lrom his exile in Englcrrd'



r l.: - - l

r . l:l. I



tc,  the large hame facirrg the par-} . ; .  on the wal l  surrcLrndinng
the home we falrnd a plaqr-re descr- ib ing the fact  that  i t  wes
the wart ime residence af  Henr i  Goutraurd.  I t  was odd tc,  feel  sc
clc,se tc,  e t ime i l - rat  was sG larrg tsecr.

we thanl :ed RLrr  gr-r ide and aEl: :ecl  h im far his neme sB that
we rnight send him a ccpy c, f  t t re pictr_rr-es that  we hed tal : :e l - r ,
Her wal l led bacls tG his hc,me nearbyr returning in a rnornent t l i th
his car-d.  I t  read; l " l  Henr- i  l " lachetr  4 r-ure des Viel les Fc,gte: i r
51OOtl  Chal  lc , t - rs-sutr- l " lerne. He had dc,ne urs a supurrb favc,r-  and
we thanl , :ed hirn pr-afursely.

scr having spent sr-rrrday mc,rning rel iv ing rny father"s
pastr  wF started c, f f  again fc,r-  Frarr l , : f r - r r - t .  on the way h,e
stc 'pped at  the Heurse-Ar-gc,nne batt lef  ierd c, f  tJWI r  Fart
Dc,uamc,nt  at  Verdurnr at  the Lc,rrairrne Cerneter-y af  WtJI I .  r  and
samewhat late in the evening wd'made i t  tc,  Fr-an], : fur t .

I t  reaLly was a qreat t r ip.  t^re hc,pe that seme of yaur whc,
may read this heve the c,ppc, l - turni ty ta repeat i t .  I f  yoLr do we
wish that l . .Lr  enjcr /  i t  as much eE we did.  I  a lsc,  prey thatgomehc,w c,r-  ather my father-  a lsc,  en5c,yed watching us retrace
his steps in France.
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